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democracy which is not restrained and regulated by
institutions. A still more excessive degeneration of
democracy is sansculottism. As a political form this
is the rule of a street mob; as a philosophy it is hatred
of all which is elegant, elevated, cultured, and refined.
It stamps with rage and contempt on everything which
is traditionally regarded as noble, praiseworthy, and
admirable and it embraces with eagerness whatever is
regarded by tradition as foul, base, and vulgar.
Returning now from this more philosophical analysis,
which seemed necessary to a full understanding of terms,
let us come back to the historical aspect of our subject.
It does not appear that anybody paid any attention to
the first paragraph of the Declaration of Independence
when it was written or that anybody except Thomas
Paine then held to the dogmas of democracy. The men
of that generation were all afraid of what they always
called unbridled democracy. The disturbances of pub-
lic order between 1783 and 1787 greatly intensified this
fear, so that the Constitution-makers were not in a
mood for any pure democracy. A few of them held
to the system of political maxims which simply ex-
pressed the satisfaction of the great mass of the people
with the loose political and social organization which
had existed up to that time; but these men had very
little influence on the result. The Constitution of 1787
is also remarkable, considering the time at which it
was framed, for containing no dogmatic utterances
about liberty and equality and no enunciation of great
principles. Indeed this was made a ground of com-
plaint against it by the leaders of the popular party;
they missed the dogmatic utterances to which they had
become accustomed during the war and they forced
the passage of the first ten amendments* Even then,